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Other NYW&B Railway Projects 
(New%York%Westchester%and%Boston)%

%
Heathcote Station in Scarsdale 

 
completed 

 

Quaker Ridge Station in New Rochelle 

 
completed, now a private home 

 

White Plains Greenway 

  
 

Morris Park/180th Street  

 
!

a New York City Landmark



To see all the details that are visible on the
screen, use the "Print" link next to the map.Kingsbridge, Mount Vernon, NY





Parkland designation proposal 
for plots 164.29.1.82 and 164.29.1.83





Why Parkland

• Increase green space in Pelham
• 22% of open space in the village
• Real estate analysis - Pelham lacking in green space/parks

• Fund Maintenance of property including bridge
• Modjeski and Masters bridge study (2012)
• Westchester Land Trust 
• Elected officials Senator Klein, Congressman Engel

• Historic Eligibility
• Significant history
• Further leverage funding



Considerations

• Create a neighborhood amenity
• Passive park, no permanent equipment
• Wooded path, gardens, make brook area safe
• Increase the value of adjoining homes

• Preserve green space
• Prevent overdevelopment of Pelham
• Mitigate flood zone on Highbrook Avenue

• Keep road option open for future consideration
• Connection of Young Avenue



Housing Plan from 2010/Young Ave Continuation



Committee’s Conclusion

Best option is to refine the Greenway concept

Supported by the Pelham Greenspace Committee’s Jan 2010 report

- mandate was to explore sale of the property or dedication of the
land as permanent green space

- advantages outweighed the disadvantages when the sale and the
use of the green space were evaluated

- consistent with 2008 Master Plan

“Village should seek to provide a specialized and diversified shopping experience in a
vibrant, relatively dense downtown, while maintaining the lower density of its
residential districts,” pg 7.

“The Village’s neighborhoods – Chester Park , Pelville, Pelhamwood and Pelham
Heights - all have special architectural and topographical features and should be
preserved,” pg 19.



NYW&B Milestones

Jun 2011 JN article, radio and TV interviews

Dec 2011         Sierra Club endorsement

Mar 2012         Determination of eligibility letter
JLP Community Grant recipient

Apr 2012          Planet Day of Service

May 2012         Field opens (Phase 1)
100th Anniversary celebration NYW&B

S/S 2013 Made in the shade planting party, arborvitae, bulbs

S/S 2014 Mulch, fence removal, trees planted, bulbs, rock lined
gardens, benches, Dorothy Perkins roses



 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, 10/28/2015 by Friends of Highbrook Highline highbrookhighline@gmail.com 
 
Village of Pelham Designates a Portion of NYW&B Railway as Parkland   
  
On October 20, 2015, the Village Board of Pelham passed a resolution designating a portion of the 
old New York Westchester and Boston (NYW&B) Railway site, which contains the Highbrook 
Avenue Bridge, as parkland (approx. 1.5 acres).  For decades, groups of neighbors have mobilized to 
consider uses for the space. The most recent concept to pursue parkland designation arose from a 
board appointed committee 5 years ago, chaired by Trustee Joe Marty, to research options for the 
land.  The Friends of Highbrook Highline (FHH) evolved from this effort and includes board 
members Ann Dumas-Swanson, Emily Freidberg, Susan Mutti and Sue Seither.  Susan Mutti, as 
Deputy Mayor, introduced the successful resolution. 
  
The FHH were assisted by rail fans Robert Bang, Otto Vondrak and Roger Wines. They provided 
historical photographs and research, which helped with public outreach as well as preparation for the 
application for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  One third of the NYW&B site 
was opened as a passive park in 2012 through a joint effort by the Village of Pelham, FHH, a grant 
by the Junior League of Pelham and support by Pelham Preservation & Garden Society acting as 
fiscal sponsor.  With a landscape company and volunteers, the green space near Young Avenue was 
remediated of contaminated soil, and then planted with trees, shrubs and flowers.  The newly 
designated parkland, extending over the bridge, has the potential to become a nature walk with 
gardens, a rails to trails concept.  The entire NYW&B property represents 22% of Pelham Village’s 
open space. 
  
The concrete arch railroad bridge was designed by Alfred Fellheimer, a nationally well-known 
railroad architect who headed the design committee for Grand Central Terminal.  It was erected with 
the approval of financier J.P. Morgan under the management of Leverett S. Miller, president of the 
NYW&B.  The historic rail line, completed in 1912 as state of the art transport, was abandoned in 
1937.  Awaiting further repair work, the bridge stands as the largest work of public art in the village. 
  
The designation of the area as parkland has been endorsed by Westchester Land Trust and the Lower 
Hudson Sierra Club.  The property has been granted eligibility for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places.   
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                April 4, 2016 by Friends of Highbrook Highline 
http://www.highbrookhighline.com     https://www.facebook.com/highbrook/     highbrookhighline@gmail.com 
 
NYW&B Railway Property listed on the New York State Register of Historic Places  
  
On March 23, 2016, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced that the New York State Board for 
Historic Preservation has recommended the addition of 19 properties, resources and districts to the 
State and National Registers of Historic Places. Among the properties is the New York, Westchester 
& Boston Railway and Highbrook Avenue Bridge in Pelham.  “These landmarks are a part of our 
rich and storied history and helped define what it means to be a New Yorker,” Governor Cuomo 
said. “By placing these landmarks on the State and National Registers of Historic Places, we are 
preserving their legacies and ensuring that they will be enjoyed for generations to come.” 
 
The concrete arch railroad bridge was designed by Alfred Fellheimer, a nationally well-known 
railroad architect who headed the design committee for Grand Central Terminal.  It was erected with 
the approval of financier J.P. Morgan under the management of Leverett S. Miller, President of the 
NYW&B.  The historic rail line, completed in 1912 as state of the art transport, was abandoned in 
1937.  The bridge stands as the largest work of public art in the village. 
  
In October 2015, the Village Board of Pelham passed a resolution designating a portion of the old 
New York Westchester and Boston (NYW&B) Railway site, which contains the Highbrook Avenue 
Bridge, as parkland (approx. 1.5 acres).  The designation of the area as parkland has been endorsed 
by Westchester Land Trust and the Lower Hudson Sierra Club.   
 
The Friends of Highbrook Highline (FHH) includes board members Ann Dumas-Swanson, Emily 
Freidberg, Susan Mutti and Sue Seither.  The FHH were assisted by rail fans Robert Bang, Otto 
Vondrak and Roger Wines. They provided historical photographs and research, which helped with 
public outreach as well as preparation for the application for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  One third of the NYW&B site was opened as a passive park in 2012 through a joint 
effort by the Village of Pelham, FHH, a grant by the Junior League of Pelham and support by 
Pelham Preservation & Garden Society acting as fiscal sponsor.  With a landscape company and 
volunteers, the green space near Young Avenue was remediated of contaminated soil, and then 
planted with trees, shrubs and flowers.  The newly designated parkland, extending over the bridge, 
has the potential to become a nature walk with gardens, a rails to trails concept.  The entire NYW&B 
property represents 22% of Pelham Village’s open space. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   September 20, 2016 by Friends of Highbrook Highline 
http://www.highbrookhighline.com     https://www.facebook.com/highbrook/     highbrookhighline@gmail.com 
 
NYW&B Railway Property listed on the National Register of Historic Places  
  
On August 2, 2016, the New York, Westchester & Boston Railway and Highbrook Avenue Bridge in 
Pelham were listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  A ceremony will be scheduled later 
this fall.  This past March, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that the property was listed on the 
NY State Register. “These landmarks are a part of our rich and storied history and helped define 
what it means to be a New Yorker,” Governor Cuomo said.  
 
The concrete arch railroad bridge was designed by Alfred Fellheimer, a nationally well-known 
railroad architect who headed the design committee for Grand Central Terminal.  It was erected with 
the approval of financier J.P. Morgan under the management of Leverett S. Miller, President of the 
NYW&B.  The historic rail line, completed in 1912 as state of the art transport, was abandoned in 
1937.  The bridge stands as the largest work of public art in the village. 
  
In October 2015, the Village Board of Pelham passed a resolution designating a portion of the old 
New York Westchester and Boston (NYW&B) Railway site, which contains the Highbrook Avenue 
Bridge, as parkland.  The parkland designation was endorsed by Westchester Land Trust and the 
Lower Hudson Sierra Club.   
 
The Friends of Highbrook Highline (FHH) were assisted by rail fans Robert Bang, Otto Vondrak and 
historian Dr. Roger Wines. They provided historical photographs and research, which helped with 
public outreach as well as preparation for the application for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  One third of the NYW&B site was opened as a passive park in 2012 through a joint 
effort by the Village of Pelham, FHH, a grant by the Junior League of Pelham and support by 
Pelham Preservation & Garden Society acting as fiscal sponsor.  With a landscape company and 
volunteers, the field near Young Avenue was remediated of contaminated soil and then planted with 
trees, shrubs and flowers.   
 
The entire NYW&B property represents 22% of Pelham Village’s open space.  The FHH and the 
Village of Pelham are seeking grants to restore the bridge and open a trail with gardens through the 
property, a rails-to-trails park. 
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Young Avenue Field











Next Steps

• Schematic design approved, Sean Jancski Associates

• Topography study underway

• Eagle scout candidate trail building project

• Signage, National and State



Committee Chairs/Work
(2011 – present)

Dr. Roger Wines, Professor Emeritus, Fordham University
• Prepared the historical eligibility application

Ann Dumas-Swanson
• Land Use research and liaison to Westchester Land Trust

Sue Seither
• Engineering, liaison to Modjeski and Masters
• Archives and research, historical photos and other materials

Emily Freidberg
• Landscape liaison 
• Public Relations








