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Village of Pelham
May 17, 2016

Dear Mayor Voipe, Deputy Mayor Mutti and Trustees Kagan, Reim, Ferrara, Reinke and
Cassidy:

As a resident of the Village of Pelham, I am deeply concerned about the recently-released plans
to build a ping-pong plaza in Wolfs Lane Park. This marks a major departure from the previous
plans for that greenspace, and 1 believe it is not the right fit for our community.

I strongly oppose the proposed table tennis pavilion, on the following grounds:

1- It is impractical. In order to use this facility, you need to bring your own ping-pong balls and
paddles. It is unlikely that high school students are going to have ping-pong balls and paddles
with them, and without them, this plaza is totally useless. So it actually discourages the kind of
impromptu and communal use of public space the project is meant to achieve.

2- It is a massive amount of concrete to place in a green space. A concrete paved plaza, a pair
of concrete tables, surrounded by concrete slab benches. The upkeep is difficult and moreover, it
violates the aesthetic that we achieved with Woodland Park, which flowed into its surroundings
in a natural way.

3- There was a lack of communication about the table tennis pavilion, and a lack of process.
While the plans for the park have been in the making for over three years, the table tennis
plaza—a major change—was inserted less than a month before the alleged end-date on a
multiyear process and there is simply not enough time to consider such a major change this late
in the process.

4- There are better alternatives. We should find something better—and something that doesn't
require anyone to "bring" anything. This could include, among other things, fitness equipment,
climbing structures or another type of game^—like life-size chess or checkers—that is both
popular, less obtrusive, lower maintenance and totally "turnkey".

In conclusion, 1 cannot support any plans for the park that include the table tennis pavilion. 1 urge
the Board of Trustees to remove the table tennis pavilion from the proposed master plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,






































